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Local Government and Regeneration Committee 

 
Work Programme  

 

September 2015 – March 2016 
 
The Local Government and Regeneration Committee work programme for the period 

September 2015 to March 2016 encompasses the following headlines— 
 

 Inquiry into Arms-Length External Organisations (ALEOs) in Scottish local government;  
 

 Scrutiny of the Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill; 
 

 Inquiry into issues relating to Fixed-odds Betting Terminals (FOBTs); 
 

 Budget scrutiny of local government pension fund investments. 
 

Please Note: this programme may be liable to amendment at short notice; to take account of 
other parliamentary business which may be referred to the Committee, such as primary and 

secondary legislation, or other topical subjects which might arise. Revisions to the work 
programme will be published as soon as possible. 

 
Notification alerts and calls for evidence  

 
To keep up to date on our work please follow the Committee on Twitter: @SP_LocalGovt and 

on Instagram: www.instagram.com/lgr_committee  

 
If you wish to be included in the Committee’s email distribution lists for its quarterly newsletter 

and its calls for evidence on its work, please send your email address to:  
lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk  

 
Committee meetings  

 
When the Scottish Parliament is sitting the Committee normally meets at 10am each 

Wednesday morning. Meetings are usually open to the public and are broadcast on the 
Parliament’s website. Papers for the next meeting of the Committee, as well as for previous 

meetings, are available online.  
 

Contact the Committee 
 

If you wish to contact the Committee, please contact the clerks to the Committee by email at:  
lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk.  You can also telephone the clerking team on 0131 

348 5223 or 0131 348 6040. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89353.aspx
https://twitter.com/SP_LocalGovt
http://www.instagram.com/lgr_committee
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/RecessDates.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/visitandlearn/28753.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/newsandmediacentre/3168.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29852.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29854.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29854.aspx
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
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Committee Work Programme September 2015 – March 2016 

 
Title Committee Intent / Action Undertaken 

Footway Parking and Double 
Parking (Scotland) Bill 

The Bill is a Members Bill’ and was introduced in the 
Parliament, by Sandra White MSP, on 21 May 2015 

(“the Member in Charge”). The Parliament designated 
the Local Government and Regeneration Committee as 

the lead committee for Stage 1 consideration of the Bill. 

The Committee will consider its approach to its scrutiny 
of this Bill in early September 2015. Following this the 

Committee decide what evidence it wishes to take on 
the Bill. Further information on this work will be 

circulated via the Committee’s email distribution list and 
via Twitter.  

Inquiry into Arms-Length 

External Organisations (ALEOs) 
 

Recent years have seen many local authorities in 

Scotland adopt a policy of establishing various forms of 
ALEOs to discharge various Council functions (Leisure, 

social works etc.).  
 

The Committee will undertake a short focussed inquiry 

into ALEOs in the autumn on 2015, possible with a view 
to recommending further work for its successor 

committee in the next Session of the Parliament. 
 

Further information on this work will be circulated via the 
Committee’s email distribution list and via Twitter. 

 
 

Inquiry into Fixed-odds Betting 

Terminals (FOBTs) 

Currently the licensing and regulation of Fixed-odds 

Betting Terminals (“FOBTs”) is a reserved matter to the 
UK Parliament and Government as part of the laws 

regulating the gambling and betting sector.   

Clause 45 of the UK Scotland Bill 2015, proposes to 

devolve control of various issued relating to gaming 

machines on licensed betting premises to the legislative 
competence of the Scottish Parliament. This includes 

issues relating to FOBTs.  

The licensing regulation of betting shops is already a 

function of local government in Scotland; therefore the 
Committee will undertake a short focussed inquiry on 

FOBTs in autumn 2015.  

The Committee will issue a call for evidence on this 

inquiry in early July 2015 which will be circulated via the 
Committee’s website, email distribution list and via 

Twitter. 

 

  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89353.aspx
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
https://twitter.com/SP_LocalGovt
http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/docs/local/2011/nr_110616_aleos.pdf
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
https://twitter.com/SP_LocalGovt
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/430324/Scotland_Bill_2015_-_Explanatory_Notes.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29852.aspx
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
https://twitter.com/SP_LocalGovt
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Title Committee Intent / Action Undertaken 

Mainstreamed budget scrutiny  

 
 

The Committee published its report on the Scottish 

Government’s Draft 2015-16 Budget on 12 January 
2015.  

 
The Committee continues to mainstream its scrutiny of 

the Scottish Government’s budget. During 2015 the 
Committee will consider budgetary issues as part of its 

ongoing work programme. The Committee has also 
agreed to— 

 

 undertake specific evidence taking on the role of 

local government pension funds in relation to 
investment in local capital infrastructure projects;  

 

 keep a watching brief on the work of the 

Commission on Local Tax Reform and take oral 

evidence from COSLA and the Minister for Local 
Government and Community Empowerment one 

the work of the Commission, once it has 
concluded its work and published its findings. 

 
To support this scrutiny the Committee will undertake a 

fact-finding visit to Greater Manchester in September 
2015, as well as hold a public evidence taking meeting, 

and fact-finding events, in Inverclyde in October 2015.  
 

Further information on this work will be circulated via the 
Committee’s email distribution list and via Twitter.  

 

Local government 

Benchmarking Framework  
 

The Committee continues to undertake its annual review 

of the progress of the COSLA/SOLACE/IS local 
government Benchmarking Framework. The Committee 

will undertake an oral evidence session in early 2016 to 
continue its ongoing review of this project.  

 
As part of this work the Committee will issue a public 

call for views on the Framework, via its website, email 
distribution list and via Twitter, in October 2015.   

 

Planning issues  
 

 

The Committee will undertake a one-off oral evidence 
session on various planning issues, such as local 

development plans and strategic development plans, as 

a follow up to scrutiny already undertaken in this area.  
As part of this work the Committee will consider the 

issues raised by Public Petition PE1534, on equal rights 
of appeal in the planning system.  

 
This session is expected to be undertaken in late 2015 

and information on this work will be circulated via the 
Committee’s email distribution list and via Twitter. 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/85395.aspx
http://localtaxcommission.scot/
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
https://twitter.com/SP_LocalGovt
http://www.improvementservice.org.uk/benchmarking/
http://www.improvementservice.org.uk/benchmarking/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/29852.aspx
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
https://twitter.com/SP_LocalGovt
http://external.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01534
mailto:lgr.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
https://twitter.com/SP_LocalGovt
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Title Committee Intent / Action Undertaken 

Legacy Paper In early 2016 the Committee will undertake a series of 

evidence sessions to inform its Legacy Report to its 
successor committee in the next Session of the 

Parliament.  
 

The Fourth Session of the Scottish Parliament will end 
in March 2016, in advance of the Scottish general 

election on 5 May 2016.  
 

Scrutiny, partnership and 

oversight  

 

As part of its work programme, the Committee will 

also— 

 

 take evidence from the Scottish Public Services 

Ombudsman in his annual report. This is 
scheduled for early 2016 and will include a 

roundtable session on the scrutiny of the SPSO ’s 
work; 

 

 consider the annual report of the Commissioner 

for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland as 
well as examining some of the interaction 

between codes of practise for councillors under 
the jurisdiction of the Commissioner, and codes of 

practise under the jurisdiction of the Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) for councillors 

who sit on ALEOs which have charitable status; 

 

 follow up on its inquiry report into the 2012 

Scottish local government elections. This will 
include consideration of any proposed transfer 

and implementation of powers over local elections 

to the Scottish Parliament from the UK Parliament 
as part of the Scotland Bill 2015.  

 

Other work Apart from the items listed above, the Committee 
expects to consider other items as a matter of course, 

such as- 
 

 Public Petitions;  

 Subordinate legislation;  

 Legislative consent memoranda;  

 European issues.   

 

 

http://www.spso.org.uk/
http://www.spso.org.uk/
http://www.ethicalstandards.org.uk/
http://www.ethicalstandards.org.uk/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/59044.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/59044.aspx

